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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA

Ociober 26, 2007

0CT 26 2007

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

Ms. Jeanine Townsend
Acting Clerk to the Board _
State Water Resources Control Board 1001 | Street, 24" Fioor
Sacramento, California 958 14

Re: City of Los Angeles' Comments Regarding the Proposed Statewide
Water Recycling Policy

Dear Ms. Townsend:

The City of Los Angeles (City) appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the State Water Resources Control Board's (State Board)
Proposed Water Recycling Policy (Policy) and commends the State Board
for its efforts in developing this Policy. As a supplier of water to four million
people, the City believes that the timely development of this Policy and the
immediate implementation of the provisions in the recenily adopted
Assembly Bill 1481 are essential to advancing the use of recycled water for
irrigation in California. The City sponsored Assembly Bill 1481 to create a
consistent permitting framework that encourages the use of recycled water
for irrigation.

Recycled water is a sustainable resource, and the use of recycled water for
irrigation is a great way to save our tap water supplies for other more
important uses. This is more important now than ever as we continue to
face drought and reduced water supplies. The use of recycled water for
irrigation is safe and has been in use for years. Additionally, the increased
use of recycled water will help reduce the energy consumption associated
with supplying potable water throughout the State.
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The City hopes that the attached detailed comments provided by
Department of Water and Power and the Bureau of Sanitation will assist the
State Board in revising .the Policy to foster consistent application and
umforrn interpretation of water recycling throughout the state. Consistent

tewide xe Gl irements are essential to encourage the development of new

ﬁrState to achieve its goal of recycling one million acre-feet of
ed—wg! by 2010. If you should any additional comments or

NANCY SUTLEY
Deputy Mayor, Energy and Environment
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Ms. Jeanine Townsend

Acting Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street, 24" Floor

Sacramento, California 95814

Subject: Comment Letter ~-Water Recycling Policy Dated September 13, 2007

Dear Ms. Townsend:

The City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of Sanitation (Bureau) appreciates the opportunity to provide
technical comments regarding the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State Board’s) effort
to develop a Statewide Water Recycling Policy (Policy) and the issues this would address. Asa
producer of recycled water, the Bureau believes that tlmely development of a consistent
statewide policy and the immediate implementation of the provisions of the recently adopted AB
1481 are essential to advancing the use of recycled water in California. The Bureau believes the
increased use of recycled water for irrigation will aid the State in resolving its water supply and
greenhouse gas challenges. A consistent statewide policy and statewide general permit that
protects our water resources but does not burden water recycling irrigation projects with
potentially restrictive regulations and related compliance costs is essential to developing new
projects. This is especially true for irrigation projects in which potentially restrictive regulations
could result in extensive groundwater monitoring and the drilling of new monitoring wells each
time a new irrigation project is undertaken.

While the Bureau strongly supports the State Board’s effort to develop a statewide water
recycling policy, we believe the Policy as released will not encourage the development of new
recycled water projects. The following technical comments are offered to assist the State Board
in revising the proposed Policy to ensure that it achieves the goals of fostering consistent
application and uniform interpretation of water recycling throughout the state.
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